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At tbe beginning of the present year there was a total of 146 cases 
of leprosy known to be present in the country. These cases were 
under the supervision of the health authorities of 17 different States. 
Three States, namely, California, Louisiana, and Massachusetts, 
have established leprosaria, where lepers are segregated and cared 
for. In the other States cases are provided for in various ways 
and with varying degrees of segregation and control. The number 
of cases in many of these States is so small that it has been consid- 
ered economically impracticable to make satisfactory provision for 
their control and care. It is a question, however, whether the 
sanitary welfare of the community and of future generations does 
not make it imperative that adequate provision be made for all 
cases. Quite a number of cases of leprosy have developed in persons 
born in the United States. 

Leprosy is a disease which appears to require for its sprei.d from 
the sick to the well a more or less prolonged or intimate contact. It 
is, however, an infectious disease, due to a specific microorganism, 
and each case represents a focus of infection from which other persons 
may become infected, if their association with the sick is sufficiently 
intimate or prolonged. There are but a comparatively few cases of 
leprosy now in the United States, but if this number is to be kept 
small and the burden of an ever-increasing number of lepers is not to 
be placed upon future generations, it is necessary that all foci of the 
infection be controlled and lepers segregated. This segregation will 
necessarily work some hardship upon the persons affected, but as the 
measure is for the welfare of the community at large, the segrega- 
tion should be made as agreeable and devoid of inconvenience as 
it is practicable to make it. 

Leprosy is sometimes compared with tuberculosis and the state- 
ment made that the latter disease is more contagious and more prev- 
alent and the question is asked why take so much greater precau- 
tions with leprosy which is the less contagious of the two ? If there 
were in the United States at the present time only a few hundred 
cases of tuberculosis, sanitary wisdom and the welfare of the Nation 
would warrant the careful and rigid segregation of all persons affected 
with the disease, and the community would do well to expend any 
reasonable amount of money that might be necessary to accomplish 
this segregation and to make the lives of those thus segregated not 
only free from hardship but in so far as possible, enjoyable in every 
way. This segregation would stamp out the disease and prevent its 
spread. . The same result would be accomplished by the segregation 
t>f lepers. 



POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

Poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) is at the present time epidemic 
in Buffalo, N. Y., and vicinity, and in Los Angeles, Cal. A greater 
number of cases than usual has also been reported in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

The first known outbreak of poliomyelitis in Buffalo was during 
the summer and autumn of 1910, during which time 24 cases were 
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reported to the health department. During 1911, 9 cases were 
reported. This present summer the disease has again appeared in 
epidemic form. Up to June 22 there had been only 3 cases 
reported, with 1 death. From June 22 to August 24 there have 
been 154 cases, with 19 deaths. The State and local authorities have 
been taking every possible precaution to. control the disease, and at 
t'le request of the State commissioner of health of New York, Passed 
Asst. Surg. Frost, of the United States Public Health Service, was 
detailed t"> cooperate with the State and local authorities in the 
study of the epidemic as soon as it became apparent that the disease 
was unusually prevalent. 

A careful epidemiological examina ion is being made of each case 
reported with a view to obtaining such information as is possible in 
regard to the source of the infection. Physicians are required to 
report all cases in which a definite diagnosis has been made, and 
have been urged to report also all cases in which there is any sus- 
picion of the existence of the disease. 

The city department of health is taking care of aU cases referred 
to it in the contagious-disease hospital. The members of families in 
which cases occur are, in so far as possible, being isolated, both from 
contact with the patient and from association with other families. 
Premises are being fumigated three weeks after the onset of the 
illness in each case and immediately after the removal or death of 
the patient, and persons coming in contact with the patient are ex- 
cluded from public gatherings for three weeks after such contact. 
Investigations have not as yet proceeded sufficiently far to lead to' 
any definite conclusion regarding the origin of the disease or the 
means by which it is spread. The earlier cases appear to have 
occurred in the central and more congested part of the city. The 
later cases, however, have been widely scattered throughout all sec- 
tions. The cases so far studied have been mainly of a rather mild 
type, and there have been but few instances of extensive paralysis. 
Cases of the disease have also occurred in Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
and at Crystal Beach, Ontario, a summer resort frequented by people 
from Buffalo. 

In Los Angeles, Cal., there was reported from June 8 to August 17, 
1912, a total of 226 cases of poliomyelitis, of which 43 ended fatally. 
The local authorities have taken active measures to control the disease. 
With its first appearance quarantine, without guard, was established 
in each case, the same as was in practice in connection with cases 
of diphtheria, but since August 6 strict isolation, with guards day and 
night, has been maintained. A municipal hospital for the treatment 
of the disease has been opened, and the sending of patients to this 
hospital is urged for the protection of other members of the family 
ancl of neighboring families, where strict isolation is not practicable 
in the home. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, one case of poliomyelitis was reported during 
the week ended July 20, 2 cases during the week ended July 27, 9 dur- 
ing the week ended August 3, 12 cases with 2 deaths during the week 
ended August 9, and 6 cases with 2 deaths during the week ended 
August 16. 



